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What myths do you believe about moms who are homeless?   

Homelessness is complex and complicated, as are the many reasons that some 

families in poverty fall into homelessness and some do not. 

   

Beware of the simple answer to very complex societal issues! 

   

Single moms we serve live hard, complicated lives, surrounded by people 

and systems that fail them, demean them and perpetrate violence on them. 

Many are struggling to stay afloat from a lifetime of trauma that began with the 

trauma of their own parents and grand-parents. And all of these moms are 

deeply human, sometimes making mistakes that take a life-time to recover 

from. 

   

Consider this: What would I do if I had no resources, connections, cash, health 

insurance or home?  

 

Would I turn to parents, siblings and extended family, even if that was the 

source of adverse childhood experiences, like abuse, neglect and addiction? 
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Would I have friends I trust and can turn to if the message I had internalized 

over the course of my lifetime was “You are not good enough”? Would I do 

anything possible to protect my own children if I had not been protected by my 

own mom?  

  

Annalise was holding on by a thread, renting a room for herself and her 2 year 

old daughter, working just to survive. And within 48 hours everything came 

crashing down when she lost her daycare for her daughter. She had used all her 

paid time off several months ago when trying to find a room to rent. So she quit 

her job, instead of getting fired, in order to find a new daycare. She never 

considered asking her employer for time off without pay – she didn’t realize that 

was even a possibility. As her search for daycare continued longer than she had 

anticipated, she couldn’t pay the weekly room and board for the room she 

rented in someone’s basement. And so within a week’s time, she was without 

daycare, without a job and without a place to stay. 

   

Could she have tried harder to keep her job, keep her room? Did she give up 

too soon in speaking up for herself?   

 

Would your perspective of her story change to know that she was also 

struggling with depression and anxiety? And that she relied on public 

transportation which limited her daycare, housing and job options? 

 

Everyone’s story is complicated and multi-layered. Your story. And mine 

too.  

  

At Bridge of Hope, we get to be a guest in someone else’s story, a phrase 

from New Testament scholar Eric Barreto which I have come to love.    

 

What does it mean to be a guest in Annalise’s story or in the story of any of the 

single moms we walk with at Bridge of Hope? Katie, a Neighboring Volunteer, 

shares beautifully about what it means to be a guest in someone else’s 

story:  click here.  

  

Instead of embracing myths about moms who face homelessness, I invite you 

to be a guest in their story, listening without judgement and walking with them 

in love. 

 

Walking Together as Neighbors,  
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We are so pleased to welcome our newest Bridge of Hope program site 

in Grand Rapids, Michigan at Mel Trotter Ministries! 

  
 

What is your congregation’s most value resource? Check out this article 

from Church Communications.com.   

  
 

Will you help us serve more families before Easter, providing a safe 

place to live and neighboring relationships to help them thrive? You can 

help us serve our next family!  

Give to serve another family  

 

   

Physical Address:  1 North Bacton Hill Rd., Suite 100 | Malvern, PA   
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 304, Exton, PA 19341  

bridgeofhopeinc.org |  610.280.0280  

Launch a Local Program  
 

Find a Bridge of Hope  

 

Follow us on:  
  

  

 

  

  

 

  

  

 

  

  

 

  

  

 

  

  

 

  

  

 

  

  

    

 
Would you like to forward this email to a friend? Click here.  

 

Share This Email:          
Remove my name from all future mass email communications: 
 
Address postal inquiries to: 
Bridge of Hope 
1 N Bacton Hill Rd Suite 100 
Malvern, PA 19355 

 
 

https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/44402084/387808578/94975605/0/41688/?x=7a85b302
https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/44402084/387808578/94975606/0/41688/?x=e8d02b6a
https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/44402084/387808578/56117302/0/41688/?x=fefc6447
https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/44402084/387808578/84209634/0/41688/?x=57c299fa
https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/44402084/387808578/84209635/0/41688/?x=ffab1a30
https://sna.etapestry.com/prod/forwardToFriend.do?origEmail=danaf@bridgeofhopeinc.org&erRef=2242.0.924718&databaseId=BridgeofHopeInc&jobRef=932.0.1925354843
https://sna.etapestry.com/prod/optOut.do?databaseId=BridgeofHopeInc&jobRef=932.0.1925354843&principleRef=2242.0.924718&email=danaf%40bridgeofhopeinc.org
https://sna.etapestry.com/prod/shareLink.do?jobRef=932.0.1925354843&dbName=BridgeofHopeInc&medium=label.facebook
https://sna.etapestry.com/prod/shareLink.do?jobRef=932.0.1925354843&dbName=BridgeofHopeInc&medium=label.twitter
https://sna.etapestry.com/prod/shareLink.do?jobRef=932.0.1925354843&dbName=BridgeofHopeInc&medium=label.digg
https://sna.etapestry.com/prod/shareLink.do?jobRef=932.0.1925354843&dbName=BridgeofHopeInc&medium=label.linkedin
https://content.etapestry.com/vo/Follow.aspx?URL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FBridgeofHopeNational&Network=1&ListID=41688&MemberID=4107596f-8e49-4fdf-8eb3-f0936826c62c&FileID=&MailID=44402084
https://content.etapestry.com/vo/Follow.aspx?URL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fbridge-of-hope-national&Network=3&ListID=41688&MemberID=4107596f-8e49-4fdf-8eb3-f0936826c62c&FileID=&MailID=44402084
https://content.etapestry.com/vo/Follow.aspx?URL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fbridgeofhopeinc%2F&Network=13&ListID=41688&MemberID=4107596f-8e49-4fdf-8eb3-f0936826c62c&FileID=&MailID=44402084
https://content.etapestry.com/vo/Follow.aspx?URL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2Fbridgeofhopeinc%3Ffeature%3Dwatch&Network=14&ListID=41688&MemberID=4107596f-8e49-4fdf-8eb3-f0936826c62c&FileID=&MailID=44402084

