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What was your first day of kindergarten like?

Five year old Seth couldn’t wait to get off the bus to tell momma about his
first day of kindergarten.

He and his mom had just moved out of a homeless shelter, and were now
living in a third floor apartment. I watched as he ran as quickly as his legs
would carry him up the stairs to give his momma a huge hug, the
excitement spilling out of him as he shared first-day stories.

And I thought to myself, “This is what it feels like for a five year old to know
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he has a safe place to come home to at the end of the day.”

This past year, the average age of a child in Bridge of Hope dropped from 7
years of age to 5 years of age. A Kindergartener. It's sobering.

Homelessness and the lack of affordable housing is at a crisis level across
our country. Most communities today do not have adequate affordable
housing for a single mother working full-time, earning $12 per hour.
Landlords are requiring applicants to have income that is three to four times
the monthly rent, which is typically over $1,200 in most communities.
Housing becomes out-of-reach for the families we serve.

Families like Saralyn’s. She earns $12 per hour, with a monthly (gross)
income of $2,016. After deducting taxes and adding back in a monthly child
care tax credit, she still has very little wiggle room. Over the 12-18 months
that Bridge of Hope is working with each family, we are providing temporary
rental assistance and assisting in setting goals to help families increase their
income and earning potential, but finding safe and sustainable housing is
key in a family’s capacity to reach stability and avoid returning to
homelessness. Last year our average number of days to find housing was at
an all-time low of just 32 days. Today, the number of days to find housing
is rapidly increasing and families are forced to remain in their homeless
situation for much longer.

Even so, the Bridge of Hope model is helping communities multiply their
impact for families facing homelessness. Neighboring Volunteers also
actively help families look for affordable housing and may draw on their
social capital for other resources. Landlords who can alter their
requirements, overlook a past eviction or shaky credit history become vital
partners with Bridge of Hope in our commitment to ending family
homelessness.

The work of ending family homelessness is not easy work — but it is critical
work. We welcome more landlord and church partners to join

us! Together, we can end family homelessness, one family and one church
at a time, in communities like yours across the country!

Edith Yoder
Chief Executive Officer
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In October you will be receiving a letter from me about Ana
and her children, inviting your financial support of Bridge of
Hope. I hope you’ll respond.

We also invite your prayers:

« All children in Bridge of Hope, returning to school. Pray
for safety, minds ready to learn and a sense of
belonging in their classrooms.

Housing for two families in particular who are
struggling to find a landlord willing to rent to them and
who are increasingly discouraged after months of
looking.

Families who have lost their homes this month due to
Hurricane Ida and the flooding in the aftermath of the
storm.

Bridge of Hope National is seeking a Director of Cultural Humility &
Network Enrichment. Learn more here.

Donate Now

Physical Address: 1 North Bacton Hill Rd., Suite 100 | Malvern, PA
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 304, Exton, PA 19341
bridgeofhopeinc.org | 610.280.0280

Launch a Local Program

Find a Bridge of Hope

Would you like to forward this email to a friend? Click here.

Share This Email: ﬁ D gjl' E

Remove my name from all future mass email communications:

Address postal inquiries to:
Bridge of Hope
1 North Bacton Hill Rd. Suite 100

Malvern, PA 19355


https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/41960495/387808578/88199222/0/41688/?x=25ae2ecb
https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/41960495/387808578/87779588/0/41688/?x=6c09bdb1
https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/41960495/387808578/56117302/0/41688/?x=ee09a0e7
https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/41960495/387808578/84209634/0/41688/?x=71de5e76
https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/41960495/387808578/84209635/0/41688/?x=990763bc
https://sna.etapestry.com/prod/forwardToFriend.do?origEmail=danaf@bridgeofhopeinc.org&erRef=2242.0.924718&databaseId=BridgeofHopeInc&jobRef=932.0.1602949939
https://sna.etapestry.com/prod/optOut.do?databaseId=BridgeofHopeInc&jobRef=932.0.1602949939&principleRef=2242.0.924718&email=danaf%40bridgeofhopeinc.org
https://sna.etapestry.com/prod/shareLink.do?jobRef=932.0.1602949939&dbName=BridgeofHopeInc&medium=label.facebook
https://sna.etapestry.com/prod/shareLink.do?jobRef=932.0.1602949939&dbName=BridgeofHopeInc&medium=label.twitter
https://sna.etapestry.com/prod/shareLink.do?jobRef=932.0.1602949939&dbName=BridgeofHopeInc&medium=label.digg
https://sna.etapestry.com/prod/shareLink.do?jobRef=932.0.1602949939&dbName=BridgeofHopeInc&medium=label.linkedin
https://content.etapestry.com/htmleditor/Follow.aspx?URL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FBridgeofHopeNational&Network=1&ListID=41688&MemberID=4107596f-8e49-4fdf-8eb3-f0936826c62c&FileID=&MailID=41960495
https://content.etapestry.com/htmleditor/Follow.aspx?URL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fbridge-of-hope-national&Network=3&ListID=41688&MemberID=4107596f-8e49-4fdf-8eb3-f0936826c62c&FileID=&MailID=41960495
https://content.etapestry.com/htmleditor/Follow.aspx?URL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fbridgeofhopeinc%2F&Network=13&ListID=41688&MemberID=4107596f-8e49-4fdf-8eb3-f0936826c62c&FileID=&MailID=41960495
https://content.etapestry.com/htmleditor/Follow.aspx?URL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2Fbridgeofhopeinc%3Ffeature%3Dwatch&Network=14&ListID=41688&MemberID=4107596f-8e49-4fdf-8eb3-f0936826c62c&FileID=&MailID=41960495

